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On the Doctrine of Perseverance. 
According to 1 Peter i. 5. 


“ IVho are kept by the power of God, through faith, unto 
salvation” — 


[Continued from No, 4—page 109.] 


S. SEVERAL passages of Scripture are supposed 
to imply very strongly, that goot! men may fall so as to 
be lost forever. One of these is Ezek. xviii. 24. “ When 
a righteous man turneth away from his righteousness, 
and committeth iniquity, and doeth accurding to all the 
abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live ? 
All his tighteousness that he hath done, shali not be men- 
tioned ; in his trespass that he hath trespassed, and in 
his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die.” A 
common answer of judicious divines respecting this pass- 
age, is, that the righteousness here meant, was only such 
externa! morality,and observance of Mosaic rites, as God 
usually rewarded in this world. In this view of it,which 
none can prove to be wrong, the passage lies not at all in 
our way. Some further answer, however, may be giv- 
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en, in connexion with another passage, which is He- 
brews vi. 4—6. “ For it 1s impossible for those who 
were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly 
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and 
have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of 
the wor!d to come, if they shall fal away, to renew them 
again to repentance.” If this passage proves s any thing 
against the certain perseverance of all true Christians, it 
certain'y proves too much for the opposers of this doc- 
trine. If it prove that men may fall, and that some do 
fall, from a state of grace, it also proves that no such 
apostates can be brought back and saved. It says ex- 
pressly, “ If they. shall fall away, it is impossible 6, re- 
new them again to repentance.® Will chose who deny 
our doctrine agree tothis? Do they hold that David 
and Peter weve never reeovered, or a 1at they never had 
true repentance after they fell? Do they think that it is 
deed a gone case with every one who docs, according 
to their scheme, for ever so short a time, fall away? Do 
they hold, that none of such apostacy ever were or can 
bé reclaimed and saved? This certainly they must be- 
lieve, to be consistent in urging this passage against us. 
‘The passage, however, has3a meaning. Some able com- 
mentators are of opinion, that the characters here set 
forth, are on'y such as Christ described under the figure 
of stony-ground hearers, who, notwithstanding all their 
light and joy, never had root in themselves like true be- 
lievers 
It is thoug ht, however, that there is another wav i 
which a fair and con clusive answer may be given re- 
specting this passage ; also respecting that in Ezekiel, 
and several othe rs, such as John xv. 6. “Ifa man abide 
not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered.” 
And Heb. x. 38. “ If any man draw back, my soul shall 
have no pleasure in him.” In all these passages, so oft- 
en a as sO confidently urged against what we believe, 
there is an 7/, either expressed or unde rstood. Hypo- 
the tically spe aki ing, that is, supposing a trul y righteous 
man should ’ who'ly turn away from his ri ighte ousness, 
he would die in his Siil. Or, sup} posing ay + ho have 
been truly enlightened, and amine illy tasted the good 
word of life, s should wholly fa'l away, it would be im- 
possible to renew them again to repentance. Or, sup- 
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posing a man, really in Christ, should not abide in him, 
he would wither away to destruction. Or, if any 
rman should draw back totally, God would have no 
pleasure inhim. The texts under consideration, none 
of them assert that any righteous man ever-did, or 
ever will, lose his union to Christ; but only set forth 
what would be the consequence, ?/ any one should 
uot abide ia him. Every righteous man must continue 
in his righteousness. Every true believer must abide 
in Christ, or he cannot be saved. However certain any 
event may be, yet itis no less certain, that it cannot 
take place except in the appointed way. To this pur- 
pose, we have a clear case in Acts xxvii. Those with 
Paul in the ship, being in jeopardy in a terrible storm, 
he said to them, * Be of good cheer, for there shall be 
no loss of any man’s life. For there stood by me this 
night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, : 
saying, Fear not, Paul ; for thou must be brought before ih | 
Cesar: and lo, God kath given thee all them that sail 
with thee.” Thus it was a revealed certainty, that the Bre 
life of every one of those men should be saved. Yet ; 4 
soon after, when some were about to go away in a boat, 
Paul said, “* Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot 
he saved.” Although it was a revealed purpose of God, 
that every one of that company should get safe to land, 
vet there was an appointed way, except in which they 
could not be saved. Likewise, while all true believers 
have the absolute promise of God, that not a soul of 
them shall perish, it is nevertheless true, that except 
they abide in Christ they cannot be saved. And itis as 
proper and as important for them to be warned of this, | 
as they are in such passages as have been mentioned, as oe 
it was for the centurion and the soldiers fo be told, ex- ‘ 
cept these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved. ‘Thus un- 
derstood, those passages, and all others like them, are 
notat allin our way. For our belict is not, that every 
believer will be saved, whether he continue in faith 
and righteousness or not ; but it is, that every one born 
of God, shall be kept by his power, through an holy 
persevering faith, unto salvation. 

4. By some it is objected, that this doctrine is in- at 
consistent with free agency. They say, “If saints are so 
kept by the power of God that they cannot totally and 
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finally fall away, their moral liberty must be excluded.” 
If this objection has any weight, how will those who 
make it, shew that God can, at any time, or in any de- 
gree, keep men without infringing their liberty? And 
will they say that God does rot keep his people at all? 
Do they not pray that God would keep thera from fall- 
ing? If so, do they not implicitly give up their own ob- 
jection? 

Again, if this objection has 2 anv weight, how will those 
who make it, shew that any angels or men can ever be 
confirmed in a state of holiness? Who will say, that 
angels, and the spirits of just men made perfect, are, and 
always will be, liable to fall down to hell? Or who wih 

say that they are so kept as to have no liberty ?—More 

over, if the objection now under consideration has shy 
weight, how will those who make it, shew that Jehovah 
is a free moralagent? Can he deny himself? Is it pos- 
sible for him to lie, or for him to do any ‘unrighteous- 
ness? If God is perfectly free, and yet always under a 
moral necessity of doing right, then why may not the 
saints have the utmost moral liberty, while it is morally 
impossible for any of them to fall so as to fail of salva- 
tion? The truth is, the objection before us 1s grounded 
only in mistake concerning ; ‘moral agency, Tobe a free 
moral agent, it is only requisite that one should be ina 
situation to will and do according to his inclinations.— 
As it respects his moral liberty, it is no matter how one 
comes by his inclinations; if he can choose and act ac- 
cording to them, he has the highest degree of moral lib- 
erty. Je hovah has no higher moral liberty than this. 
He cannot deny himself, or act contrary to his holy na- 
ture; nevertheless, he ever wills and does according to 
his ple: asurce So do the angels, and spirits. of Just men 
made perfect, who are confirmed in holiness beyond 2 
poss sibility of fallmg. And so do those on earth, who are 
nept by the power of God, through iaith, unto salvation. 
As before she wh, they are kept through her own active 
persevering fai th. They are not independent agents, but 
as free as thou gh they were. Jt is God who worketh 
in them, yet they nevertheless freely work out their own 
salvation. TIMOTHY. 


[To be continued. } 
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133 
A Dialogue between a Calvinist and a Semi- 
| r, Calvinist. 
. Mo. II. 


Semt-Galvinist. SIR, at our last interview, you ob- 
served, that theré is another article in my creed, besides 
that on depravity, which you were pleased to say con- 
tains the very essence of universalism. Please to men- 
tion it. : 

Calvinist. You deny,I conclude, that God did from 
eternity determine to destroy any of mankind. 

Sem-Cal. I do deny this; I cannot believe that God 
has reprobated a certain number of mankind to eternal 
destruction. This to me is ashocking doctrine ! Strange 
indeed, that any can believe it! 

Calvinist, And do you believe, that God has elected 
« Certain number to salvation ? 

Semi-C1]. - [ believe he has elected one to salvation as 
much as another. He is a merciful God, does not de- 
light in the death of the sinner, but would have all to be 
saved. | 

Calvinist. If we would understand divine subjects, 
we must attend to definitions, and form clear and distinct 
ideas. What do you mean, when you say that “ God 
has elected one to salvation as much as another, and that 
he would have all to be saved ?” Do you mean that God 
has purposed the salvation of all men? 

Semi-Gal. Yes; I do believe that it is the will, or 
if you please, the purpose of God, that all men should be 
saved, 

Cakvinist. You undoubtedly believe also in the un- 
changeableness of God. / 

Semi-Cal. To be sure : none deny this. 

Calvinist. It may now be seen frem your own conces- 
sions, that the doctrine of universal salvation is an un- 
deniable consequence of your principles. For if God 
have purposed the salvation of all men, and if he be un- 
changeable in his purpose, all will be saved ; for he pos- 
sesses infinite power to execute his designs. The spirit 
of Inspiration has asserted, “ The counsel of the Lord, 
that shall stand, he will do all his pleasure. He is in 
ene mind, and who can turn him? And what his soul 
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desireth, even that he doth.” If therefore he have de- 
creed the salvation of a]l men, and if he is of one mind 
and does what he determines to do, he will most certain- 
ly save all. 

Semi-Cal. Youare full of your principles and conciu- 
sions ; I tell you plainly I am tired of so much metas 
physics. Though I should grant that God has not elect- 
ed all, but only a part of mankind to salva t1ON, yet lam 
sure, he could not reprobate any to destruction. 

Calvinist. You seéin now to allow shat God has not 
chosen ail men to salvation, but only apart. If he have 
elected only a part, what has he determined to do with 
the rest ? Has he no purpose respecting their final state ? 
Did he make them without determining how to glorify 
himself by them? If he did not eternally purpose to de- 
stroy a part of mankind,he never will purpose to destroy 
them, for he is unchangeable. And if he will never 
purpose fo cast any into hell, he never will cast them 
thither ; for he does nothing without design. 

Semi-Cal. But how could God, consistently with his 
benevolence ,choose the destruction of a part of mankind, 
and make them on purpose for this end? 

Calvinist. No person ever supposed that God made 
any part of mankind on purpose for destruction, or that 
he fixed upon this as his ultimate end. The glory of God 
is his ultimate end in allhis works. He did not choose 

the destruction of a part of mankind from delight in their 
misery, but for his own glory. 

You urge, that Ged could not, consistently with his 
benevolence, reprobate a part of mankind. Advocates 
for universal salvation urge the same objection against 
endless misery. If God could not, consistently w ith his 
benevolence, reprobate some, nether could he, consist- 
ently with his be nevolence, destroy them, Surely that 
which j 15 inconsistent with g00¢ dnéss to purpose to do, is 
equally inconsistent with aap Iness to do. 

“Semi-Cal. The doctrine of reprobation re presents God 
in an odious light, creating beings with a design to make 

them miserable. 

Calvinist. And does not the doctrine of endless mis- 
ery represent God in an odious light, creating beings, 
and in the issue making them eternally wretched? Uni- 
versalists plead this very objection against a doctrine 
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which you believe, the final destruction of a part of man- 
kind. How will you remove this objection? You 
will probably say that God will be perfectly just and 
amiable in casting off the finally impenitent, because he 
will cast them off io display his glory. So say, God was 
perfectly just and amiable in reprobating the finally im- 
penitent, because he reprobated them to display his glory. 
The same motives and the same temper influenced him in 
veprobating, which will influence him in punishing. 
Strange indeed that you should imagine the doctrine of 
reprobation represents God in an odious light, but not 
the doctrine of endless misery! What! is it wrong for 

God to purpose to perform an action, and is there no 
wrong in the performance of that action? If the doc- 
trine of reprobation be inconsistent with the divine char- 

acter, so is the doctrine of endless misery. If therefore 
your objection against reprobation be valid, it will prove 
universal salvation. 

Semi-Cal. God will punish the finally impenitent for 
their sins, for their voluntary rejection of Jesus Christ. 
This will free his character from all unrighteousness in 
the destruction of the wicked. 

Calvinist. So did God determine to destroy them for 
their sins, for their voluntary rejection of Jesus Christ. 
If this consideration do not remove God from all un- 
righteousness in reprobating, neither does it remove him 
from all unrighteousness in punishing. 

Semi-Cal. But, how can you reconcile the doctrine 
of reprobation with certain passages of scripture, such as 
these, “* As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleas- 
ure 1n the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live.—-The Lord is not slack concern- 
ing his promise, but is longsuffering to us-ward, not 
willing that any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentancee—Who will have all men to be saved, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 

Calvinist. In my turn, I would inquire, how vou can 
reconcile these passages with endless misery, a se ntiment 
which you believe ? Only reconcile them with this doc- 
—_ and then you will reconcile them with the doctrine 
of reprob ation. The advocates for universal salvation 
make great use of these passages to prove their favorite 
Opinion. It belongs to you as much as to me to take 
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these texts fairly out of the Universalists’ hands. Do 
you indeed believe such scriptures express a divine pur- 
pose of the salvation of all men ? 

Semi.-Cal. Ido; Iam not able to see what princi- 
ple can be their meaning. 

Calvinist. Then you have at once conceded the point 
to the Universalists ; for they may and do conclusively 
argue, that if God have decreed the salvation of all men, 
ail will be saved ; for he will execute his purpose with- 
out change or frustration. On this ground you can have 
no controversy with Universalists. I desire you now 
seriously to consider how you can possibly reconcile such 
a construction of those passages with your belief in the 
doctrine of endless misery, the unchangeableness and 
absolute periection of God; and also how you can recon- 
cile such a construction with those passages, which as- 
sert, that “ The council of the Lord shall stand, and 
he will do all his pleasure.—He is in one mind, and who 
can turn him ? and what his soul desireth, even that he 
doth.— Who worketh all things after the council of his 
own will.” How is it possible for God’s council to 
stand, for him to do whatsoever he desireth, andr to 
work ail things after the council of his own will, when 
he punishes a part of mankind contrary to his eternal 
council and will? You must, therefore, put some other 
construction upon those passages which you mentioned, 
or you must be a Wniversalist. The only way to an- 
swer the argument of Universalists from those texts, is, 
to show that they do not express a divine decree of the 
salvation of all men, but only God’s benevolence to- 
wards all, that he does not punish any from ill will, de- 
lighting in their misery. And this at once reconciles 
such texts with the doctrine of reprobation. For it is 
as true that God did not reprobate any from ill will, as 
that he will not destroy them from ill will. Your whole 
method of reasoning against the doctrine of Yeprobation 
is perfectly ke that ef Universalists against endless 
punishment ; and will unavoidably lead you, if you abide 
by your priaciples, to embrace their error. To be con- 
sistent, you must either be a Universalist, or a thorough 
Calvinist. If you will maintain, that God has decreed 
the salvation of all men, or has not reprobated a part, 
you must come out op¢ nly and advocate universal sal- 
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vation. Or, if you dare not embrace this sentiment, so 
repugnant to Scripture, but will still believe that God 
will destroy a part of mankind, then you must acknowl- 
edge, that for his own glory, he has determined to 
destroy them. So long as you deny reprobation, and 
believe in the doctr_ae of endless punishment, your 
fundamental principles confound and destroy each other. 


THEOPHILUS. 
[To be continued. ] 


Memoir of Lieut. Timothy Ladd, late of Dun- 


barton, New-Hampshire, who died March 15th, 1808, 
in the 57th year of his age. 


LIEUT. TIMOTHY LADD was the eldest son 
of Timothy Ladd, Esq. formerly of Atkinson, New- 
Hampshire. He had lived in Dunbarton twenty-four 
vears ; has left a wife and nine children to mourn their 
loss. 

The writer of this memoir has been intimately ac- 
quainted with him more than eighteen years. He was 
aman of peculiar pleasant countenance, and pleasant 








speech. His manners were easy and inviting. A man" 


of good natural abilities ; and a good common education. 
By occupation,a farmer. He was a kind husband, a 
tender and loving father. He was a pleasant, obliging, 
and helpful neighbor. He did not inquire, whether he 
should disoblige himself by helping others ; but whether 
he could afford assistance, consistent with reason and 
duty : his charity was that which “ seeketh not her 
own.” Hence his neighbors loved him, and highly re- 
spected him. He wasa man of public and liberal spirit ; 
a peaceable, excellent citizen. According to his own 
account, he had been attended with the strivings of the 
Holy Spirit ; and been deeply impressed with religious 
subjecis, by turns, from his youth. He entertained 
hopes, when young, that he was the subject of renewing 
and sanctifying grace. But complained that he had grent- 
ly declined from the ways of God ; became world!y in 
his mind and pursuits ; lost sight very much of divine 
things ; and became negligent of duty, until about six- 
teen years ago ; when there was a general awakening 
and attention to religion in this place. . Then his atten- 
tion was called up anew ; he was made to see and feel 
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the exceeding depravity of his heart, and wickedness of 
his lifein his departing from God and neglecting religion, 
Though, in the eyes of men, he had been moral, been 
attentive to the Sabbath, and to public worship ; but had 
néglected heart religion, and obedience to Christ’s com- 
mands. About this time he received greater degrees of 
light and comfort, than ever he had experienced before. 
He now felt it his duty, and with chearfulness came for- 
ward and made a public profession of religion, and unit- 
ed himself to the visible church. And by his walk af- 
terwards it abundantly appeared that he was such as the 
Lord adds, and of such as shall be saved. 

He was a man of strict religion in his own family. 

No bigot, no enthusiast ; but a sober, steady, uniform 
follower of that which is good. <A careful engaged sup- 
porter of religion m public ; perseveringly attending 
public worship upon the Sabbath, and religious meet- 
ings upon week days, for the purpose of religious in- 
struction and social worship. Strictly attending the 
sacraments of the New Testament, he shewed love to 
Christ, by keeping his commandments. He ever mani* 
fested a great concern for the order, regularity, and 
‘faithfulness of the church. He was a faithful brother 
in respect to discipline (the most sure criterion of an 
Israelite indeed.) He took up the cross, he would not 
suffer sin to be upon his brother unnoticed ; but would 
in any wise rebuke him: thus shewing that he feared 
God, and loved his brethren. He joined the New- 
Hampshire Missionary Society to promote the preach- 
ing of the Gospel to the destitute ; and was greatly en- 
gaged for the prosperity and success of that institution. 

Several years before his death, he became very weakly. 
A violent humor attended him, which finally collected 
and settled in one of his hands, which proved, in the 
end, to be a white swelling, and immediately threatened 
his life. It was viewed that the body must soon die, or 
one of its members be separated. At this he appeared 
not at all surprized ; but said, “‘ his health was so far 
decayed that he was at a loss what was best and what was 
duty, whether to have his limb taken off, or let the poor 
old useless carcass go all together.” It now became the 
united advice of physicians to have his hand amputated, 
to which he readily consented ; and the day was appoint- 
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ed for the operation. He waited the appointed "time 
with the greatest patience and resignation ; never ap- 
pearing to recoil from the painful scene before him, 
The night before the operation he waked up, and found 
himself repeating a psalm, which he had never commit- 
ted to memory, as he could recollect. And he could 
not tell whether it were a psalm or hymn, and was not 
able to find it, till sometime afterwards. The words 
were these :— 

‘* Unshaken as the facred hill, 

** And firm as mduntains be, 

‘* Firm as a rock the soul shall rest, 

** Who leans, OQ Lord, on thee.” 

PSALM CXXV. 
This appeared to be literally fulfilled, in him, the fol- 

lowing day, to the great surprize and satisfaction of a 
number of eye witnesses. The time was come for his A 
hand to be taken off. A number of physicians conven- 
ed, the instruments of operation were prepared and ex- Pe Feat 
posed to view. ‘The patient was not in the least daunted 
at the sight, but appeared as pleasant and serene as a oe 
summer’s morn ; conversed freely respecting the opera- 
tion, and the most commodious position for him to sit. ° 
Then seated himself at the table and calmly laid his hand 
across it, which was now to be severed from his body ; 
and this he did with as much apparent composure as if 
he had sit down to eat a common meal. The same 
christian fortitude and submission marked all his behavior 
through the painful operation ; the writer of this stood 
by and witnessed the affecting scene ; which took place 
the first of last September. The wound did well and 
was soon healed up. He recovered strength, and for a 
season many hopes were entertained that he would be 
restored to health again. But God had designed other- 
wise. A relapse took place, and he was soon discover- baat 
ed to be in a consumption, which finally wasted his life. Lies | 
In his last sickness, his views of the importance of the | 
Gospel’s being preached to every creature, appeared to 
be greatly enlarged ; and his desires, for the advance- 
ment of the Redcemer’s kingdom, were strong and ar- 
dent. Good news from far countries of the success of 
the Gospel, and conversion of men to Christ, evidently 
inade his heart leap for joy. 





——— 
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About eight or ten weeks before his death I called up- 
én him, he then related a most dreadful conflict, which 
he had had in his mind, and from which he had just 
been delivered by Sovere! ign Mercy. He sad, “ That 
by reflecting on his covenant w ith God, he found, he 
had given away himself to God to be for ‘tim and none 
other, to love and obey him forever. But, said he, I 
found [ had not been up to my engagements, I had brok- 
en covenant with God. The world had gained my at- 
tention, even since I have been dismissed from it, by 
sickness, my wicked heart has been drawn away afier 

{ have made it an idol ; ves, I have served Mam- 
mon rather than God, and did not know ‘it. These 
— pierced my soul, and a dre adful law work en- 

ued. . 

"Said he, * No ited can conceive, no tongue can ex- 
press the awful horror and agony which have torn and 
distracted my soul. I could see nothing but the frowns 
of an-angry Gad, before me ; and saw not but I must 
lie down in eternal despair.” This gloom he endured 
for eight or ten days. ‘Then God in mercy was pleased 
to say, Son, be of ‘good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee. 
He. was brought up out of the horrible pit, and a song 
of praise was put into his mouth. This appeared to be 
his last conflict with satan, and his own lusts. Ever af- 
ter this, he appeared like one, who had gotten the com- 
plete victory. A calm and pleasant frame of mind was 
his happiness until his death. 

‘He now desired to see his brethren vd sisters of the 
church once more, that he might tell them what God 
had done for his soul. Accordingly, as many of the 

ehurch as could conveniently, met at his house, for re- 
ligious conterence ; (and I think it will he a day long 
to be remembered by manv of them.) © that heaven- 
ly love, which appeared to fiow in his heart, and that 
sweet counsel and admonition which flowed from his 
pale lips and faultering tongue. He rehearsed the pain- 
ms state of his mind he had lately been in, by reason of 
backsliding acd breaking covenant with God. He then 
warned his brethren and sisters of the church, who were 
present, against the:love of this world, and lukewarm- 
ness in religion. ‘ O how odious in the sight of God ! 
And what a dreadful thing it is to break covenant with 








Memoir of Lieut. T. Ladd. 145 


God! And if any of you should be left to go away from 
God, hankering aiter this world, as I have done, it wilf 
cause you most bitter and painful reflections in the end. 
You have many blessed privileges and advantages now 
afforded you of getting knowledge by books, by frequent 
meetings and instruction. I hope you will improve 
them. I hope you will not neglect conference meetings. 
You may by them receive instruction, quicken one 
another, and keep alive a sense of religion.” And with 
many such words he exhorted them. Then took his 
leave of them by saying, ‘ Brethren, remeraber me 
while I live, I expect to see your faces no more.” 

After this his decline was rapid. I frequently visited 
him, and always found him rising above the world, and 
above the fear of death. His conversation was heaven- 
ly, full of animation, and expressive of the most ardent 
desires for the coming and kingdom of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He expressed a great satisfaction in the late 
religious periodical works, which are so generally cir- 
culating among the people ; said it appeared that God 
was, in this way, about to accomplish some great work, 
that these books would be constant préachers of the 
Gospel in every family where they were taken.” 

The last interview I had with him was the day before 
his death. I found him very weak, unable to utter 2 
word for near half an hour after I entered the room 
where he lay, then recovering a little, expressed a few 
words ; said he was “ very low ; just gone ; and was 
willing to have the time come.” spent the greater 
part of the day with him. About the middle of the day, 
he appeared to have his strength greatly renewed ; his 
mind elevated and enlarged to give his farewell address. 
He first spake to his oldest, who had not been at home 
for some time, but had just returned from keeping school, 
at a distance ; and then addressed his wife. ‘The mat- 
ter and the manner were so solemn and impressive that 
I immediately, upon the ‘close, took. down in writing 
what I could remember, which was as follows :—(I had 
just been reading to him an account of the last sickness, 
remarkable conversion, and death of Rev. John Cow- 
per, from the Massachusetts Missionary Magazine, 
when he turned to his son,) ‘‘ You see, my son, learn- 
ing, abilities, and good morals will not do, without 
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something further, to make one happy upon a dyin 
bed. This vou see exem,lified in that great man, (re- 
ferring to Mr. Cowper.) You have good abilities, my 
son, a tolerable education, and you fancy good morals, 
and here I am afraid you trust. But, O my son, Je- 
sus Christ will not be a partial, patched up Savior: no, 
he will be a whole Savior, he will be all and in all; or 
he will be no Savior. Yes, he must be every thing to 
our sou's for salvation. Gur abilities, learning, and 
good mora's will not justify us before God. - My desire 
and prayer for you, my son, is that you would betake 
yourseli to the church. O love the church. Be with 
and for the church. Do not let your prejudices and ob- 
jections arise against them, because this or that man 
conducts not according to vour taste ; or because thetf 
religious sentiments do not suit your feelings. God has 
a dear people here’; be not found against them. Some 
poor, humble, despised souls, perhaps called fools by the 
world. These sigh and cry in secret places for you, and 
me. I make no doubt, they have often wept over me, 
when they have seen my stupidity and deadness in re- 
ligion.—You are now, my son, going to be left at the 
head of this family. O what order, what peace, what 
brotherly love may appear here, after [ am gone, Ged 
only knows. I leave you with him.” 

He then turned to his wite, and said, “ You, the dear 
partner of my life, have entered into ‘a most solemn 
covenant with God and his people. O that you might 
live up to your covenant. It is a great and dreadful 
thing to break covenarit with God. O get above this 
world ; care not for the riches of this world. \ How lit- 
tle, how mean, how Jow will all these things ‘appear, 
when you come to die I am calculating this day to 
be my last: I am waiting, I long to have the time come. 
What would all this world be to a man in my situation, 
were he possessor of it-all, yet no interest in Christ ? 
Death at hand, staring him in the face, the judgment 

eat before him, an angry God, a consuming fire, a 
miscrable eternity!” And then, with a solemnity and 
emphasis which must have shocked the heart of the stout- 
est infidel, he cried out, O despair! despair! eternat 
Genpair ' and this must be the lot of all christless sin- 
ners ° 
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He then spake of religious conferencese ‘And said to 
his wife, “* They are very useful ; I have found them 
so by experience ; and I lament that I have not been 
more zealous to attend them. We are all poor, sinful, 
forgetful creatures ; naturally dead and stupid ; and we 
need all the help we can get from one another. I have 
often received a word, a hint, from some poor humble 
soul, which has grown and expanded i in ray mind, till 
it became like a great tree, where the fo-yls of heaven 
might lodge in its branches. O mv dear, attend con- 
ference meetings ; let not this world hinder you; you 
may receive light and instruction which is better than 
all this world.” 

Here his strength appeared exhausted, and he said no 
more for some time. Then he made some observations 
upon the doctrines of grace. He thus expressed him- 


self; “I have no doubi, no, not the least degree of 


doubi, respecting the truth of the doctrines ; I know that 
they are true, for they are the word¢f God. But religion 
does not consist in the knowledge of these doctrines in 
the head ; but in the belief and love of them in the heart. 
We must love them : I do not see that aman canbe a 
good man and not love them.” 

He continued about thirty hours after this discourse. 
The last words which he was heard to say, are in the 
Lord’s Prayer, a few minutes before his death ; then 
he quietly fell asleep, we trust, in Jesus. ‘Mark the 
perfect man, and behold the upright ; for the end of that 
man is peace.” 

Reader, before you dismiss this narrative, be entreated 
to pause awhile.—Acrt thou a professor of religion? How 
hast thou treated thy covenant with God and his people? 
Which have you loved and served most, God, or the 
world? If the world have had your greatest attention, 
will it not cause you many bitter reflections, and great 
distress of soul, before you dic,because you have broken 
covenant withGod? Art thou a non-pr olessor, and desti- 
tute of saving grace ? Is it not of the greatest importance 
that you immediately possess that vital religion which will 
elevate your mind above this vain world,and prepare your 
soul to meet death, judgment, and eternity, with com- 
posure and heav enly peace £ if vou would die the death 
of the righteous, you must live like him. 
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An Exposition of Rom. vi. 18. 


“© But God be thanked that ye were the servants of sin.” 

THIS passage has been produced to support the opin- 
ion, that christians ought to be thankful that they have 
been the servants of sin: but by a careful perusal of the 
passage in connexion with the preceding context it will 
appear to speak a very different language. 

The Apostle in this chapter illustrates the doctrine of 
justification by faith, by shewing, that it is so far from 
being an enemy to holiness, that it is inseparably con- 
nected with it. And having shewn the connexion be- 
tween sanctification and justification, he proceeds to 
press upon believers, the duty of a holy life, and the 14th 
verse contains two reasons confirming the preceding ex- 
hortation. ‘The first is, “ For sin shall not have the do- 
minion over you,” as if he had said, Fight against sin, 
for in so doing, you shall certainly conquer. The sec- 
ond reason is, “ For ye are not under the law ; but un- 
der grace.” But foreseeing, that the enemies of Christ 
would infer from this, that they might live as they list , 
the Apostle states the inference, and rejccts it with ab- 
horrence. “‘What, then, shall we sin because we are not 
under the law ; but under grace? God forbid.” He 
then proceeds to shew the unreasonableness of such ao 
inference, by stating this undeniab'e principle, that we 
are his servants to whom we devote our time. Having 
removed the objection ; in the 17th and 18th verses he 
presses upon believers the practice of holiness, by an ar- 
gument to this effect, ‘Though once ye were the servants 
oi sin, yet now you are made free from that slavery, 
and are enlisted under a new master, it is therefore 
wholiy unbecoming to return to the old master, and state 
of servitude. This appears to be the plain sense of these 
words, “ye were once the servants of sin, but have now 
obcyed from the heart, the form ef docwrine,” &c. and 
adds an expression of thanksgiving at the memory of so 
great a mercy, “ God be thanked,” hereby leading thcir 
minds to God, as the source of this excellent change. 

The Apostle uses a mode of expression, which was 
common among the Greeks and Latins, who relating a 
person’s death, or the destruction of a city, expressed 
it, by saying, Me liv /, dt was. By not attending to 
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this circumstance, the expression, “‘ God be thanked 
that ye were the servants of sin,” has been misunders 
stood, and improved to support a dangerous error. God 
be thanked that ye were the servants of sin, and God be 
thanked that ye are not now the servants of sin, are ex- 
pressions which convey precisely the same idea. 
MELANCTHON.* 


* This is the fame writer who has formerly appeared with the 
fignature of Eufebius. The reafon of this change of fignature is, 
that this writer may not be confounded with one who has the fame 
figaature in the Panoplift and Maflachufetts Mifionary Magazine. 
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Al Letter from Eugenio to his sister Cleora. 


YOUR letter of the 2d February, 1806, came to 
hand last night ; and though in some measure a rod of : 
correction, it was truly grateful to my soul. I rejoice (ee 
that your situation is even as you describe it ; that is, | 1 
above want, and among friends who treat you with ten- : ~e 
derness. The blessed Son of God had not where to lay | 
his head. Be content, then, my dear, with your lot, for 
here we have no abiding city. 4 

Your wish, that I may be delivered from the unhap- 
py delusions and false impressions so prevalent in the 
minds of many at this day, is obtained ; for I have beer 
brought to see that the doctrines of modern philosophers 
are but the perversions of reason, and that the words of 
the great Apostle Paul, viz. “The world by wisdom 
knoweth not God,” and “ The natural man perceiveth 
not the things of the Spirit, for they are spiritually dis- eae 
cerned,” are the words of truth. Iam resolved, by the ta | 
grace of God, to search for truth where alone it can be | 
found—in the word of God. Therein are treasures, my eat 
dear sister, of inestimable value, and inexhaustible ! of 
The words of our blessed Lord, to the ruler of Israel, 
“ Except thou be born again, thou canst not enter into 
the kingdom of Heaven,” were a few months ago forci- 
bly applied, by the Spirit of the Almighty, to my mind. 
I pondered deeply upon them. They brought convic- 
tion to my soul, and I beheld my own unregenerate state. 
Faint and vague were my ideas of a Savior. I believed 
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with the common mass of Christian professors,that “ Je- 
sus Christ came into the world td save sinners,” yet 
knew him not as my Savior; that “ lre came to seek 
and to save that which was lost,” but had not felt my 
lost estate, therefore could claim no interest in him. Oh 
how many are there now lulled to sleep in carnal securi- 
ty, and blind to their real danger and mdst essential in- 
terests ! I had, ’tis true, for some time previous to this 
conviction, ceased in a great degree from evil, and had 
resolved to lead a new life ; and was satisfying myself 
with the progress I was making: but now I saw, that I 
could no more change my nature by this kind of self- 
righteousness,than the Ethiopian can change his skin. The 
word of God assured me, that “ by the deeds of the law 
no man could be justified.” I also saw, that the Apos- 
tle Paul, who lived as touching the moral law é/ameless, 
acknowledged himself to have been the “ chief of sin- 
ners.” Where, then, was my boast? I found my self- 
righteousness illusory and inefficient ; perceived the 
true state I was in by nature, and by practice ; felt my 
sins a burden too grievous to be borne ; looked around 
to the arm of flesh for aid and relief, but in vain ; and 
with the Apostle was constrained to cry out, “ Oh 
wretched man that Iam, who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death ?” Most willingly would I have 
sheltered myself under the mercy of God; but I saw, 
that though he was a God of mercy, yet “ Fustice and 
¥udgment are the habitations of his throne ;” and that 
could my righteousness have exceeded that of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, it would have been all ineffectual, seeing 
that my original guilt remained unexpiated, and that a 
finite creature could never appease the justice of an infi- 
nite Creator. What, then,was my resource !--I determin- 
ed to exercise that gift of God, faith, and threw myself, 
weary and heavy laden, upon Jesus, determined to risk 
my all upon him, and if I perished, to perish at the foot 
of the cross, and pleading for mercy through Him! 
Long did I struggle, long did I agonize ; but at length, 
O rapturous moment! I viewed my blessed Savior! I 
felt myself evidently relieved of my burden of guilt and 
sin, viewed my God as a reconciled God, felt an evi- 
dence of my acceptance with him through my Redeemer, 
and was enabled to rejoice in the God of my salvation. 
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The pangs of the new birth are not easily described. 
But I can now bless God, for having found him of whom 
Moses and the prophets did write ; and believe, that I 
can now, by the spirit of adoption, call God my Father. 
I desire to lie humble at the feet of my Redeemer, and 
feel a determination, by his grace, to press forward to 
the mark of the prize. 

Let me, my beloved Cleora, seeing that our common 
Lord hath been graciously pleased to draw you to him, 
by severing from you “ the softest ties of flesh,” 
let me, I say, persuade you, by the love I bear you, and 
above all, by the love of Christ, to seek your immortal 
soul’s salvation. Consider yourself placed here, not to 
enjoy life, but to prepare for it, Strive to make for your 
native country, the Heavenly Canaan, that country which 
our father Adam, and we through him, had forfeited ; 
but which our Brother, Father, Friend, our All, Jesus 
Christ the Righteous, hath purchased by his precious 
blood, for all who believe in his name. Think not it 
will derogate from you in the least as a rational crea- 
ture, to seek to know God, whom to know is life eter- 
nal ; or to employ your reason in the most rational and 
important of all subjects, your creation, fall, present state, 
necessity of regeneration, and the final and eternal en- 
joyment of your God. : 


‘“‘ To give loft reafon life, he pour’d his own ! 
Believe, and fhew the reafon of a man. 

Believe, and tafte the pleafure of a God. 

Through reafon’s wounds alone, thy faith can die.” 


That you may have the blessed sense of your gui/t im- 
‘parted to you by the Spirit of the Lord, through the 
reading and preaching of his word ; that your heart.may 
be troubled, and then washed in the atoning blood of Je- 
sus, is the sincere prayer of your affectionate brother 
and friend, 


EUGENIO. 
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The necessity of Religion, in order to the well- 
being of society. dn argument in favor of 


Revelation. 
An Extract, from Deism Revealed. 
MANKIND cannot subsist out of society. As chil, 


dren depend upon families for subsistence, so families 
depend upon kingdoms and commonwealths for peace, 
berty, and life; and societies cannot subsist without 
laws ; and laws cannot be executed without magistrates ; 
and that laws and magistracy may answer their end, 
there is need of a Supreme Magistrate, who is perfectly 
wise and just, to whom all must be accountable, and by 
whom all will finally be judged : otherwise, the welfare 
of society will not be influenced by his government. The 
man who does not believe that he is to account for the 
use and application of his power, ought never to be trust- 
ed with power ; because he will endeavor to draw all the 
advantages of society to himself. On the other hand, 
subjects will follow their own private ends, whenever 
authority may be resisted, or evaded. And public soci- 
eties cannot be supported without trials and witnesses ; 
but if witnesses were Atheists, or disbelieved future re- 
wards ‘and punishments, there could be no dependance 
upon their oaths, God, therefore, must be the Supreme 
Magistrate. And as mankind cannot subsist out of so- 
ciety, nor society without religion, that is, without a 
beliet in the wisdom, power, and justice of God, and a 


judgment to come ; it follows that religion cannot be a 


falsehood. 

It is not credible, that the peace and happiness of the 
whole civil worid should have no foundation but a lie , 
or that God should give the world no other foundation. 
But there can be no sure foundation of religion without 
a right idea of God, and some sure knowledge of him, 
and of our dependance upon him. But, if we take a 
view of the heathen world in all ages, where we see the 
powers of nature naked, and unadorned, we are con- 
ducted tothis unavoidable conclusion, that reason alone 
is totally insufficient to establish among mankind a clear 
and sure knowledge of God, of his nature, and the re- 
lation we staid in to him, and his concern with us. 
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There never was a man known, or heard of, who had 
an idea, much less, a just idea of God, without being 
taught it. 

Whether, therefore, we consider what the human 
understanding could do, or what it actually has done, it 
js plain that it could not have attained to a sufficient 
knowledge of God without revelation : so that the de- 
monstratton brought in favor of some religion, ends in a 
demonstration of the revealed. 

When we consider the nature and condition of man, 
we find it necessary that he should have some religion, 
When we consider the nature of God, we must conclude 
he never would have made a falsehood necessary to the 
happiness of his rational creatures, and of consequence, 
there must be atrue religion. And when we consider, 
that by our natural faculties, it is extremely difficult, if 
not impossible, to arrive at aright idea of God, till he 
reveals it tous ; that the whole Gentile world hath run 
into the greatest theological errors, and in consequence 
of these, into the most enormous customs and crimes ; 
when we consider further that no legislator ever found- 
ed his scheme cof civil government, on any supposed re- 
ligious dictates of nature ; but always upon some real 
or pretended revelation ; we cannot help ascribing all the 
true religion in the world, to divine instruction, and all 
the frightful variety ofreligious errors to human invention, 
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Romans VII. 9. 


* For I was alive without the law once; but when the 
. 2 > me d di J,” 
commandment came, sin revived, and i died. 


SINNERS do not know the law of God: that is, they 
do not know the spirituality and extent of its require- 
ments. They suppose, that, like human laws, it re- 


spects only those actions of men which are manifest to: 


our sight ; that it only forbids overt acts of sin, and 
commands outward duties. They flatter themselves, 
therefore, that if they avoid open, habitual vices, and 
practise outward duties, they shall be justified and ac- 
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cepted. They will persist in this delusion and false peace, 
until their minds are enlightened by the Spirit of God,and 
they are enabled, through this divine illumination, to dis- 
cern spiritual thingsas they are spiritually discerned. They 
are alive without this spiritual acquaintance with God’s 
holy law ; for if they cannot charge themselves with op- 
en and habitual vices, they cannot see but that there is 
a fair prospect of their entering into the heavenly rest, 
When God is pleased to enlighten the sinner’s mind, his 
former hopes are slain. He sees, that the law is spirit- 
ual; that it requires perfect purity in the inward part; 
and an obedience which is constant, universal, and with- 
out the smallest mixture of sin. It requires, that all his 
actions should be holy in their motive and end : that su- 
preine love to God must be the governing motive ; and 
the glory of God the end. He compares his temper,,. 
motives, and conduct, with this law, and says, Have I 
obeyed this perfect law ? Have I loved God with my 
whole heart?) Have I used my understanding to know 
him, my will to choose him for my supreme good, and 
my bodily organs and limbs to do his will? Have my 
motives and aims been always holy? Has the divine 
glory been always my governing end ? And have I nev- 
er failed to render to him this perfect love and universal 
obedience ?—Surely if God’s law is so strict and exten- 
Sive in its requirements, I am verily guilty. My con- 
science accuses me of transgressing such a law ; nay, it 
suggests that I never have been governed by these mo- 
tives which the law requires, 


Romans VII. 14. 


“ For we know that the law is spiritual; byt I am 
carnal, sold under sin.” 


When the mind of the sinner is enlightened, so that 
he sees the purity and the extent of the divine require- 
ments ; that the law requires holiness in the inward part, 
holy motives and ends, and constant, universal obedi- 
ence ; he is convinced, that he has transgressed in cases 
more than he can enumerate. He says, I am indeed in 
sin ; I have accumulated a dreadful load of guilt, and 
an awful treasure of wrath. Nay more, if this be the 
nature of God’s law, I am sold under sin ; I am its cap- 
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tive} and I have been governed by a temper which, so 
far from being conformed, is not subject to this law. 
The governing temper of my heart has been at enmity 
against the spirit of such a law.—But is there no escape, 
or is there no reason which I can offer why the 
condemning sentence of this law should not ba®passed 
upon me ? Is not the law unreasonably strict? Let me 
attend to this point. It is the law of a perfect Sovereign, 
and therefore it must be a perfect law ; and it must be 
executed, or the perfection of the divine government is 
destroyed. Besides, my reason dictates, that God is 
supremely excellent and amiable, and therefore worthy 
of the supreme affection and obedience of all creatures. 
Would it not, then, be my duty to love him with all my 
heart, and serve and glorify him with all my faculties, 
even though he had not commanded me to do so? Is 
not this universal affection and sinless obedience due to 
him on account of the supreme excellence of his nature? 
If it be, the law is perfectly reasonable, and sin is whol- 
ly inexcusable. The Jaw is holy, and just, and good ; 
but alas! Iam carnal, sold under sin. I can find no 
excuse. I have offended the greatest and the best of 
Beings. I have disregarded his reasonable claims. I 
trampled his rights under foot. I am condemned. But 
oh! is there no remedy? Is there no way by which I 
may be delivered from this wretched captivity, and re- 
stored to that favor of God which I have forfeited? Self- 
condemned as I am, to what refuge shall I flee ? 


Romans VIII. 3. 


“ For what the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God, sending his own Son in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
fiesh.” 


What the law could, not do, in that it was weak. But 
how is the law weak? Was it not ordained unto life ? 
or was it not a dispensation by which life was originally 
to be obtained ? It is weak through the flesh, or through 
sin, which is the work of the flesh. I have sinned, and 
therefore the law cannot bring me to life: for if God 
should receive me, a transgressor, to life, the law would 
suffer, and he would hold forth an encouragement to 
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sinners to continue in sin. Therefore, God sent his Sori 
to do that for sinners which the law could not do ; that 
is, restore them to his favor, and bring them to eternal 
life.—W onderful expedient of infinite wisdom and mer- 
cy, to save sinners! And that the Son of God might 
perforn?this astonishing work of love, he was made in 
the likeness of sinful flesh. He was made under the law, 
that he might obey it, and suffer the penalty that is due 
to sin. In this assumed nature he has magnified the law, 
and made it honorable, and brought in everlasting right- 
eousness, that whosoever believeth should no perish, 
but have everlasting life. Stupendous condescension 
and love of God, to ruined and wretched sinners ! Was 
he so mindful of those who had unreasonably offended 
him, were his thoughts so intent on mercy, as to devise 
such an extraordinary expedient, and make so great a 
sacrifice, that pardoning mercy might consistently be 
extended to the guilty ?~-This is a remedy worthy of 
infinite love. It is adapted to the nature, and equal to 
the extent,of my disease ; and therefore it is the remedy 
which I need. 


1 Timorny I. 15. 
“ This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta- 


tion, that Christ Fesus came into the world to save sin- 
zers, of whom Iam chief.” 


To this comfortable declaration of inspired truth, I 
most cordially accede. Convinced, as I am, that God’s 
Jaw is holy, just, and good ; that I am catnal, and sold 
under sin ; that I have offended God, forfeited his favor, 
and that by reason of sin, the law cannot bring me to 
life ; or that I cannot, by any future obedience to the 
Jaw, nor even by repentance, regain that interest in the 
javor of God which I have forfeited ; it is certainly a 
most acceptable doctrine, that Christ Jesus came to save 
sinners. What! did he come to save the chief of sin- 
ners? Is there no depth of guilt to which this mercy 
cannot reach? Does it surpass the greatest sins? Is it 
of sufficient extent to remove a life of guilt ? Did Christ 
come to save those who have resisted many warnings, 
broken through many restraints, ‘and grown old in ini- 
quity ?—Yes, he came to save the chief of sinners. [I 
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should be stupid indeed,ungratetul,and blind to my own 
interest, if I were not to welcomie this doctrine with be- 
lieving joy- It is a way of salvation which all would 
choose, if they were wise ; for it secures the honor of 
God, and it is safe for returning sinners. Bless€d Jesus, 
[ yield to this comfortable truth: Most cordially do I 
commit the interest of my soul tothee. I desire to be 
saved in that way which will best display the exceeding 
riches of thy grace. 
AUGUSTINE. 


Anecdote, 
THE Rev. Mr.S.... » of M....., relates thé 


following :~~ 

When he was a young man, at his father’s in Connec- 
ticut, an elderly man, more noted for piety than for 
strength of intellects, frequented his father’s house. It 
fell to the Jot of young Mr. S..... to sleep with this per- 
son, on the night of the great earthquake, in Nov: 17535: 
After they had retired to rest, and the oid gentleman 
probably supposed his young friend was asleep, Mr.S..... 
observed him fervently engaged in devotion, prayer, and 
praise ; and that he was thus, from time to time, in the 
course of the night. The shock came. They were rouz- 
ed from sleep. The house wasreeling. Noise and tu- 
mult assailed them—And every thing was calculated to 
excite wild consternation. ‘The old man, leaping from 
bed, clasped his arm over his young bed-fellow, and ex- 
claimed, as though in raptures of joy, “ He’s come! 
Cousin, get up! He’s come! he’s come!” 

This anecdote, it is thought, affords a comment on 
such inspired passages as the following—“ I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will give me at that day : and not unto me only, but 
unto all them also who love his appearing.” —“ Looking 
for, and hasting unto, the coming of the day of God.” 
“ Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord, when he 
cometh, shall find so doing.”—‘ Therefore, be ye also 
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ready ; for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of 
man cometh.”—“ And now, little children, abide in 
him ; that when he appeareth, we may have confidence, 
and not be ashamed before hith at his appearing.” 

Faithful prayer and devotion maintained, will render 
the advent of our final Judge a pleasing scene.--But, Oh! 
how shocking and dismal will be the day to all the im- 
penitent ! 


Selections, 
Resolutions of Bishop Beveridge. 


(We shall occasionally publish some of the resclutions 
of Bishop Beveridge, as we believe our readers will find 
zn them the essence of practical godliness, applied to ail 
the ordinary relations of life.] 

EDITORS. 
Resolutions for regulating my Life. 

1/ Iam resolved, by the grace of God, to walk by 
rule; and therefore I think it necessary to resolve upon 
the rules to walk by. 

2. Iam resolved, by the grace of God, to make the 
Divine Word the Rule of all the rules I propose to my- 
self. 

_ 8+ Iam resolved, that as I am not able to think or 

do any thing that is good, without the influende of Di- 
vine Grace; so I will not pretend to merit any favor 
from God, upon account of any thing I do for his glory 
and service. 


Religious Jutellégence, 


INDIA. , 

IN the Panoplist for April last, we have obtained 
intelligence from India of a very interesting nature to 
the religious and literary world. It is well known to 
our readers, that the societies in England maintain sev- 
eral Missionaries in that extensive country ; and that 
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persons are employed to translate the Scriptures into 
the various languages which are spoken there. They 
have likewise a college at Calcutta, which furnishes 
them with means of ascertaining the internal history of 
India, 

Ina former number of the Repository we published 
a letter from Dr. Carey, stating, that Christian churches 
had been discovered in the interior of Malabar, which 
appeared to be of long standing. In November, 1806, 
Dr. Buchanan, the principal of the English college, 
was deputed by the governor of Madras, to proceed to 
Travancore, and examine the state of these Christians. 
Likewise the Chaplain of the Fort St. George was sent 
for a similar purpose. ‘They found these Christians in 
ahilly country, back from the Malabar coast. 

On approaching the villages in the evening, their ears 
were saluted with the sound of church bells from amon 
the hills, which would lead an English traveller to for- 
get that he was in Hindostan. The form of the oldest 
buildings is like that of some old parish churches in 
iingland. On examining those Christians, they found 
them to be of the Syrian church ; and they obtained sat- 
isfactory evidence of their having been planted there 
ear'y in the fourth century, about 1500 years ago. They 
have the Scriptures in the Syriac language, although the 
Malayala is the vulgar tongue as spoken by the natives. 
In correspondence with the supposed antiquity of those 
churches, it is certain, that, at the council of Nice, 4.p. 
325, there was a Bishop of India who put his signature 
to the decrees of that council. 

These Christians are divided into three classes. 

1. The Syrian, or Christians of St. Thomas, who in- 
habit the interior country. ‘Their doctrines are similar 
to the church of England. The following is a version 
of their creed : 

“ Inthe name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
We, the Christians, believers in the religion of Jesus 
Christ, subject to the jurisdiction of Mar Ignatius, 
patriarch of Antioch, being loyal Jacobians, hold the 
following creed : 7 

“We believe in the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
three Persons in one God, neither confounding the per- 
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sons, nor dividing the substance, one in three and three 
jn one. 

“ The Father generator,—the Son generated,—and 
the Holy Ghost proceeding. 

“ None ig before nor after other in majesty, honor, 
might, and power ; co-equal, unity in trinity, and trin- 
ity in unity. 
~ We do not believe with Arius and Eunomius, that 
there are three different and separate substances. 

“ We do not believe, as Sabellius believes, by con- 
fusion of substance. 

“ We do not believe, as Macedonius said, that the 
Holy Ghost is Jess than the Father ayd Son. 

“ We do not believe, as Mawney and Marcianus said, 
that the body of Christ was sent down from heaven. 

“We do ‘not believe, as Julianus said, that Christ 
was only man. 

“ We do not hold, as Nestorius, the doctrine of two 
natures, and two substances in the Messiah. 

** We do not believe, as the Chalcedonians said, that 
there are two natures in the Messiah. 

“ But we believe, by the doctrine of the Trinity, that 
the Son is co-equal with the Father, without beginning 
or end ; that, in the appointed time, through the dis- 
position of the Father and Holy Ghost, without disjoin- 
ing from the right side of the Father, he appeared on 
earth for the saivation of mankind ; that he was born of 
the Virgin Mary, through the means of the Holy 
Ghost, and was incarnate, God and Man. So that in 
the union of the divine and human nature, there was 
one nature and one substance, So we believe.” 

2. The Syrian Roman Catholics. After the Portu- 
guese made settlements in India, they persuaded some 
of those Christians to receive the Romish faith, altho’ 
in their public worship they use the Syrio-Chaldaic 
language. 

3. Latin Roman Catholics, who use the Scriptures 
of the Vulgate translation. They live under a Bishop, 
who is appointed by the sovereign of Portugal, and 
ratified by the Pope. The whole of these Christians are 
estimated to be upwards of 200,000. 

Dr. Buchanan observes, that, “ In Tanjore and other 
places, where the Bible is freely given, the Protestant 
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religion flourishes, and produces the happiest effects on 
the character of the people. In Tanjore the Christian 
virtues will be found in exercise by the feeble minded 
Hindoo, in a vigour and purity which will surprise those 
who have never known the native character but under 
the greatest disadvantages. On the Sunday, the people, 
habited in their best apparel, repair to the parish church, 

where the solemnity of their devotion, in accompanying 
the public prayers, is truly impressive. They sing the 
old psalm tunes Well : and the voice of the full congre- 
gation may be heard at a distance, Prayers being end- 
ed, they listen to the sermon ev idently with deep atten- 
tion ; nor have they any difficulty in understanding it, 
for they almost all, both men and women, can read theie 
Bible. Many of them take down the Hiecenbes on ollas, 
(palm leaves) that they may read it afterwards to their 
families at home. As soon as the minister has pro- 
nounced the text, the sound of the 7ron sty/e on the 
palm leaf, is heard throughout the congregation. Even 
the boys of the schools have their o//as in their hands ; 
and may be seen, after divine service, reading them to 
their mothers, as they pass over the fields homewards. 
brn s aptitude of the people to receive and to record the 


vords of the preacher, renders it peculiarly necessary, - 


th at “ the priest’s lips should kecp knowledge.” Upon 
the whole, the moral conduct, ifpright dealing, decorous 
ynanners, and decent dress of ihe native Protestants of 
‘fanjore, demonstrate the powerful influence and pecu- 
liar excellence of the Christian religion. It ought, how- 
ever, to be observed, that the Bible, when the reading 
of it becomes general, has nearly the same effect on the 
poor of every place. 

“ When the Syrian Christians understood, that the 
proposed Malayalan translation was to accord with the 
English Bible, they desired to know on what azthorities 
our translation had been made ; alleging, that they thent- 
selves possessed a_ yersion of undoubted antiquity, 
namely, that used by the first Christians at Antioch ; 
and that they could not depart from the reading of that 
version. This observation Jed to the investigation of 
the ancient Syrio-Chaldaic manuscripts in Malayala ; 
and the inquiry has been successful beyond any expec- 
tation that could have been formed. 
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“ It had been commonly supposed, that all the Syriae 
manuscripts had been burned by the Romish church, at 
the Synod of Udiamper, near Cochin, in 1599 ; but it 
now appears that the most valuable manuscripts were 
not destroyed : the inquisitors condemned many books 
to the flames ; but they saved the Bible. They were 
content with ordering that the Syriac Scriptures should 
be amended agreeably to the reading of the Vulgate of 
Rome ; and these emendations now appear in black ink, 
and of modern appearance, though made in 1599: but 
many Bibles, and many other books, were not produced 
at all; and the churches in the mountains remained but 

a short tine subject to Romish dominion, (if indeed 
they can be said to have been at any time subject to it) 
for the native governments have ever formed a barrier 
between the inquisition at Goa and the Christians in the 
mountains. 

Some of their present copies are certainly of ancient 
date. Tho’ written ona strong, thick paper, (like that 
of some manuscripts in the British Museum, commonly 
called Eastern Paper) the ink has, in several places, ate 
through the material in the exact form of the letter. In 
other copies, where the ink had less of a corroding qual- 
ity, it has fallen off, and left a dark vestige of the letter, 
faint indeed, but not, in general, illegible. There is one 
volume, found i in a remote church of the mountains, 
which merits particular description :—It contains the 
Old and New Testaments, engrossed on strong vellum, 
in large folio, having three columns in the page ; and is 
written with:beautiful accuracy. The character is Es- 
trangelo Syriac ; and the words of every book are num- 
bered. This volume is i'luminated ; but not after the 
European manner, the initial letters having no orna- 
ment. Prefixed to each book there are figures of prin- 
cipal Scripture characters, (not rudely drawn) the col- 
ors of which are distinguishable ; and, in some places, 
the enamel of the gilding is preserved ; but the volume 
has suffered injury from time or neglect, some of the 
leaves being almost entirely decayed. In certain places 
the ink has been totally obliterated from the page, and 
has left the parchment in its natural whiteness ; but the 
letters can, in general, be distinctly traced from the im- 
press of the pen, or from the partial corrosion of the ink. 
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The Syrian church assigns to this manuscript a high an- 
tiquity ; and alleges, that it has been for some centuries 
in the possession of their bishops: and that it was indus- 
triously concealed from the Roman inquisition in 1599 : 
but its true age can only be ascertained by a comparison 
with old manuscripts in Europe of a similar kind. On 
the margin of the drawings are some old Roman and 
Greek letters, the form of which may lead to a conjec- 
ture respecting the age in which they were written. ‘This 
copy of the Scriptures has admitted as canonical the 
Epistle of Clement, in which respect it resembles the 
Alexandrine manuscript ; but it has omitted the Reve- 
lations,—that book having been accounted apocryphal by 
some churches during a certain period in the early ages. 
The order of the books of the Old and New Testaments 
differs from that of the European copies ; this copy ad- 
hering less to unity of subject in the arrangement,than to 
chronological order. ‘The very first emendation of the 
Hebrew text proposed by Dr. Kennicott, (Gen. iv. 8.) 
is to be found in this manuscript. The disputed passage 
in 1 John v. 7, is not to be found in it: that verse is 
interpolated in some other copies m black ink, by the 
Romish church, in 1599.” 
ps 
UNITED STATES. 
Extract of a letter from @ clergyman in Massachusetts, to 
one of the Editors, dated April 2, 1808. 

“ THE revival at New-Haven increases. They have 
three conferences a week in the College. Seventeen of 
the freshman class are serious.—At Litchfield, in Con- 
necticut, 70 were admitted to the church in one day.— 
At Newark, in New-Jersey, under Rev. Mr. Grifhn, 
102 stood propounded at once for admission.” 


Extract of a letter from a clergyman at Perth-Amboy, to 
his friend in Massachusetts, dated April 12, 1808. 
“IT cannot omit to mention the great and refreshing 

shower of God’s Spirit, we have had in these parts. You 

have probably heard of it before. In one church,* 100 

persons, mostly young people, were admitted to the ta- 

ble of the Lord in one day. In another church 78 came 
forward ; in another 30 ; and the work is going on and 
increasing. Glorious times !” 


* Perhaps Newark is here intended.—Epy Tors. 
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THE BEGGAR. 


ENCOURAG’D by thy word 
Of promife w the poor, 
Behold a beggar, Lord, 
Waits at thy mercy’s door ! 
No hand, no heart, O Lérd, but thine, 
Can help or pity wants like mine. 


The beggar’s ufual plea, 
Relief from men to gain, 
If offer’d unto thee, 
I know thou would’ft difdain : 
And thofe which move thy gracious ear, 
Arg fuch as men would {corn to hear. 


I have no right to fay, 
That though I now am poor, 
Yet once there was a day 
When I poffeffed more. 
Thou know’ft that from my very birth, 
I’ve been the pooreft wretch on earth. 


Nor can I dare profefs, 
As beggars often do, 
Though great is my diftrefs, 
My faults have been but few. 
If thou fhould’ft leave my foul to ftarvey 
It would be what I well deferve. 


’T were folly to pretend 
I never begg’d before ; 
Or, if thou now befriend, 
I'll trouble thee no more. 
Thou often halt reliev’d my pain, 
And often I muii come again. 


Though crumbs are much too good 
For fuch a dog asI1; 
No lefs than children’s food 
My foul can fatisfy. 
0 ! do not frown, and bid me go; 
I mutt have aut thou canft bettow. 


Nor can I willing be, 
Thy bounty to conceal 
From others who like me 
Their wants and hunger feel. 
I'll tell them of ihy mercy’s ftore, 
And try to fend a thoufand more. 


Thy thoughts, thou only Wife, 
Our thoughts and ways tranfcend, 
Far as the arched fkies 
Above the earth extend. 
Such pleas as mine men would not bear, 
But God receives a beggar’s pray’r. 
OMICRON. 





